
 

 
 

 
 

 What calls us to join a ministry?  For 

some, it is an opportunity to gain a deeper un-

derstanding of God’s word and how powerful 

it can work in our lives.  For others, the bible is 

a detailed  blue print, a map, a compass of 

where we are in the world and how we are to 

stay on our arduous and faith filled journey to 

God’s kingdom.  Joining a ministry allows one 

to learn in an area he or she has never ven-

tured.  One can gain new skills or better en-

hance old ones by deciphering the true mean-

ing of scripture.  Still, others may consider join-

ing a church ministry because of someone they 

met, someone they candidly saw or something 

they heard that sparked their interest to know 

more.  Becoming a part of a ministry is an great 

experience.  Often times those who participate 

in ministries are the ambassadors or the bridge 

between those who are lost, confused or idle in 

their walk with Christ.  It is good to know that 

there are many who ‘shine their light’ by shar-

ing the word and showing God’s love to those 

with whom they come in contact.  It allows 

others to want that ‘light’, that knowledge, and 

that understanding of scripture.   

 While in ministry, some may realize 

that they are able to not only learn scripture, 

but also get to a point where they begin to 

teach.  One may have an untapped gift of ex-

plaining truth.  Teachers in ministry hold a 

special gift of bringing new meaning to words 

on a page.  Teachers find creative ways to relate 

scripture to real life experiences.  It is nothing 

short of amazing how a teacher can bring such 

a clear understanding of scripture to life and 

make such a meaningful connection that was 

once otherwise obscure.  Being able to teach 

others often moves us out of our comfort zone 

and into those areas that require us to rely more 

on God and less on our own skills. 

 Being able to participate in a ministry 

and learn scripture or being able to teach scrip-

ture in a ministry are both very important to 

the body of Christ.  For in each skill we are 

building what we know of God and ultimately 

increasing how He moves in our lives.  Thank 

God for those who decided to take that step 

into something knew and also those who use 

their gift to reach others.  Continue to do what 

you do.  You are growing and we are blessed 

because of it! ~ Michelle Edache 
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Virtuous Woman 
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 5    V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  4  

October  

 10/17:  Women’s  

 Conference 

 10/28-31: Puppet Master 

 10/31: Christmas Shoe-

 boxes Due 

December 

 12/4-6:  The Grinch 

 12/12:  Women’s Holiday 

 Potluck Brunch 

COMING EVENTS: 

Your Worth Is Far Above Rubies 

STAY CONNECTED 

Come Join Us! 
Who:     Women of all ages 

When:  Sunday Morning  

               9:00 a.m. 

Where:  Room 14 

Email: women@cwcmanteca.org 

Facebook:  Cwcwomen  

 Manteca  

Considering joining a ministry 

this fall?  Here’s a list of ministries offered 

at CWC: 

 

Women’s   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    Beryl Bernstine 

Married Couples .  .  . Shelia & Mauricio                      

                 Urteaga 

Paragon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Pastor Mark Slay 

Revolution  .  .  .  .  .  Pastor Aaron Fonseca 

School of Ministry .  .   Bishop Steve Perea 

Ministries Calling!  

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness 

so the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  2Timothy 3:16-17 
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~ Paragon ~ 

A Student’s Perspective 
By Hope Gonzalez  

P A G E  2  

Did You Miss It? 
 Where have you been?  When we meet 

together we don’t see you.  Women’s class has 

been enlightening!  Our own sister Adeline 

“Addie” Belaski began an in depth study on 

“Holiness” Is is attainable?  She explained the 

true meaning of Holiness (to be morally blame-

less) and gave biblical information of how it is 

attainable (Eph. 4:22-24, Rom. 12:1-2).  She men-

tioned that speaking the truth in love is different 

than loving to speak the truth.  

 We have also been blessed with Pastor 

Ana’s teaching on “Dreams Do Come True”.  

She discussed how once we know our purpose 

(the Dream God has for us); we need to stay the 

course in spite of our trials and believe that in 

time our calling will come into fruition.  We 

looked at the life of Joseph (Gen. 37:1-11).  He 

spoke his dream to his brothers and they wanted 

to destroy him.  But he believed the word of the 

Lord and held onto his dream and was unimagi-

nably blessed!  Yes, class has been incredible.  

We look forward to seeing you soon!  — 

Michelle Edache   

 Paragon - (noun) A person or thing viewed as a model of excellence.   
 On the first day of school I eagerly entered the Paragon class.  My initial thoughts were “This is huge.” and “There are a lot of 

people in the class.”  I was scared and anxious, but so excited!  We started with worship and it was beautiful.  I was in a room filled with 

people on fire for God! The presence of God was with us and as my heart pounded, I wanted more! 

 I had no idea of how wonderful this class would be!  It was a rollercoaster ride all year long.  I had to buckle up because every 

week was new, fresh, loving and yes challenging!  But I loved every minute of it!  Paragon is a discipleship class that gets you into your 

word.  It steered me in a direction that I would have never gone on my own!  I was falling in love more and more with God and I didn’t 

even know it.  The scriptures, the homework, the productions, the field trips, and our talks with my leaders and peers were the best!  I will 

never forget my first year in Paragon. I went from loving God to loving him a 1000 times more!  Thank you Paragon Family for this ex-

perience and also thank you Dalinda Armenta for your guidance in my spiritual walk with God! 

 In 2001, my husband and I began attending the married couples’ minis-

try for one main reason.  It truly wasn’t about growth in our spiritual walk, it 

was more about relationships.  We would attend church, teach a Sunday school 

class (for 3 year olds), but never get to know anyone except for the always faith-

ful, “Hello” and “God Bless You”.  We had 3 kids with one on the way and 

wanted to connect with other like-minded families.  We heard the young mar-

ried couples were having a bowling event and I was so excited to go.  If you 

know me, I’m not that comfortable with strangers, but the desire to build rela-

tionships superseded my insecurity.  And that is where this journey began.   

 My personality is one of always thinking and trying to help.  In doing 

so, Mauricio and I were asked to co-lead the ministry.  About 1 year into this 

ministry, we were asked to lead.  I have never been a ‘front line’ person and am 

very comfortable handling the behind the scenes chaos, but God had other 

plans.  As I began the teaching journey, my life would never be the same.  My 

marriage was always great, and that is why I agreed to teach.  I thought if God 

has blessed us with a great marriage, how dare I say no due to my own insecuri-

ties.  My first act of faith was activated and God showed up and turned my great 

marriage into something I really didn’t realize we were missing.  We are now a 

transparent, respectful, loving, peaceful, strong, confident, blessed, marriage 

and would like that for everyone else!   

What do you do when you’re “Good enough?”  Can’t God still use you?  YES 

He can! 

“Good Enough” To Lead 
By  

Shelia Urteaga 

 


